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June 18, 2012
All Fireworks Pose a Threat
Did you know that 6,300 injuries were treated in hospital emergency rooms in the U.S during a one month period due
to fireworks? In fact, fireworks were involved in approximately 8,600 injuries that were treated in U.S hospital
emergency rooms in 2010. As the fourth of July approaches, it is extremely important to remember the possible risks
when planning for summer fun. For these reasons, the Central Connecticut Health District is reminding adults and
children about the dangers of fireworks.
Every year, the fourth of July is celebrated and among the barbeques, parades and pie, there are serious injuries and
health hazards that come with fireworks. According to the National Council on Fireworks Safety (NCFS), these
accidents could be avoided by taking basic safety steps, including the following:











Parents and caretakers should always watch teens closely if they are handling fireworks.
Parents should not allow young children to use or handle fireworks.
Fireworks should only be used outdoors.
Always have water ready if you are shooting fireworks.
Know your fireworks and how they ignite. Read the caution label before igniting.
Always remember that alcohol and fireworks DO NOT mix
Wear safety glasses whenever using fireworks.
Never relight a “dud” firework. Wait 20 minutes then soak it in a bucket of water.
Avoid using homemade fireworks or illegal explosives; they can kill you!
Report illegal explosives, like M-80s and quarter sticks, to the fire or police department

While most people think of being burned, handling fireworks can actually do a lot more damage to the eyes than
originally thought. In fact, the eyes were the third most commonly injured part of the body, with an estimated 1,300
fireworks-related eye injuries treated in the same one-month period of 2010. Contusions, lacerations and foreign
bodies were the most common injuries to the eyes, according to the NCFS.
Large fireworks displays are not the only danger during the summer but that also includes sparklers. Sparklers
accounted for 1,200 injuries and of these injuries, more than half were to children age 4 and under. The following
tips have been recommended specifically for sparkler use:
 Always remain standing while using sparklers.
 Never hold a child in your arms while using sparklers.
 Never hold or light more than one sparkler at a time.
 Never throw sparklers.
 Sparkler wire and stick remain hot long after the flame has gone out, so be sure to drop sparklers in a bucket
of water after usage.
 Teach children not to wave sparklers or run while holding sparklers.
According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), fireworks start thousands of fires each year
from misuse rather than malfunction. It is also worth noting that not only do fireworks cause injury and death to
people every year, but they are also responsible for millions of dollars of damage to property. Fireworks start
thousands of fires each year. To maximize both safety and enjoyment this Fourth of July, plan to attend one of the

local fireworks displays offered by the surrounding communities. As the CPSC advises, “leave fireworks to the
professionals!”
For more information, contact Prevent Blindness America at www.preventblindness.org or by contacting the US
Consumer Product Safety Commission at www.cpsc.gov. Any further questions about fireworks safety or any other
public health issue may be directed to the Central Connecticut Health District at (860)721-2822 or by visiting
www.ccthd.org.

